ORDINANCE NO. 98-0-253

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 1 SECTION 24.1.7 IN ~
THE LAREDO LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE PROVIDING FOR A

TREE BOARD; AMENDING ARTICLE V SECTION 24.83 RELATING

TO THE PLANTING OF TREES AND SHRUBS, SPECIFICALLY THE'
ADDITION OF SECTION 24.83.5 PROVIDING FOR PROTECTED

TREES, SECTION 24.83.6 PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS,
SECTION 24.83.7 PROVIDING FOR VIOLATION AND PENALTY, AND-
SECTION 24.83.10 PROVIDING FOR PLANTING & MAINTENANCE:
AMENDING APPENDIX "A", AND RESCINDING APPENDIX F-2.

Whereas, trees are of great value to public health and welfare; aid in the conservation of energy
resources and natural resources in the preservation of the City's heritage and quality of life: are a
valuable addition to the attractiveness of the city by providing shade, cooling the air, restoring oxygen to
the atmosphere, and reducing glare; and

Whereas, trees should be preserved to the maximum extent for the enjoyment of residents and visitors
since, if destroyed, they can be replaced only after decades of time; and

Whereas, once a tree ordinance and Tree Board are established the City will be eligible to become a
member of Tree City USA, with all its benefits and responsibilities.

Whereas, the planting of trees and other vegetation reduces the rate and volume of storm water run-off
and soil erosion, thereby protecting and enhancing the public health, safety, and welfare; and

Whereas, the establishment of a uniform city policy for the planting of trees and shrubs will encourage
the use of suitable heat tolerant and drought resistant plant species; facxlltatmg upkeep, reducing the use

of water, and lowering unit maintenance costs; and

Whereas, the planting of trees and shrubs will improve the quality of life for the citizens of Laredo by
providing an aesthetically pleasing environment in which to live and work.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED', by the City Council of the City of Laredo that Article 1
Section 24.1.7 is established, and Section 24.83 and Appendix "A" of the Laredo Land Development
Code are hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 1. Article | Section 24.1.7 is hereby established to read as follows:

Section 24.1.7 TREE BOARD

Section 24.1.7.1 Organization; Power and Duties.

(1) The City of Laredo Tree Board shall be composed of nine (9) members appointed by the Mayor and
City Council, with no more than two (2) of the members from or affiliated with a development company

within the City of Laredo.

(a) The nine (9) persons shall be residents of the City of Laredo or a regional forestry
professional.
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(b) The members of the Tree Board shall serve without compensation.
(2) Ex-Officio members may be voted in by the Board. Ex-Officio members do not have voting rights.

(3) The terms of the Board members shall be for four (4) years.

L]

(a) Members named to refill a vacant position shall be appointed for the unexpired term of
that position.

(b) If an Officer resigns, members shall elect a replacement from among their membership to
fill the unexpired term.

(4) A member of the Board shall forfeit his or her position if:
(a) said board member accepts any elected or paid City office; or

(b) no longer resides within the City limits of the City of Laredo (with the exception of the
regional forestry professionals); or

(c) fails to attend three (3) consecutive meetings without being excused by vote of the
majority of the members present.

(5) The Tree Board shall meet at least once a month, at a time and place to be established, such meetings
to be open to the public and noticed not less than 72 hours before the scheduled date and time.

(6) It shall be the responsibility of the Board to:

(a) study, investigate, advise, develop and/or update annually, and administer a written plan
for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, removal or disposition of trees and
shrubs in parks, along streets, and in other public spaces. Such plan shall be presented to the
City Council and upon their acceptance and approval shall constitute the official city tree plan
for the City of Laredo, Texas. The Board, when requested by the City Council, shall consider,
investigate, make findings, report and recommend upon any special matter of question coming
within the scope of its work.

(b) review landscaping plans when required for preliminary plat approval for compliance with
Article V Section 24.83 of the Laredo Land Development Code, Trees and Shrubs. The Board
may request changes to the proposed landscaping plan. A letter from the Tree Board accepting
the proposed landscaping plan must be received before the plan can be submitted for final
approval.

Section 2. Article V Section 24.83 of the Laredo Land Development Code is hereby amended to read as
follows:

ARTICLE V

SECTION 24.83
TREES AND SHRUBS
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Section 24.83.1 Street Tree Planting Required In New Subdivisions

A= (1) The owner or subdivider of property in new subdivisions shall plant, or require the planting of

the total number of street trees (T) required under the following calculations, whichever is greatest:
BH(a) T=(Xx2)/30in the case of a street dedication plat and/or where the property to be
platted lies adjacent to both sides of a public street. X will represent the length of the public
street measured in linear feet at the centerline of the street or thoroughfare; or

2)(b) T =X/30 where the property to be platted lies adjacent to only one side of a public
street or thoroughfare. X shall represent the length of the public street or thoroughfare
measured in linear feet at the centerline of the street and adjacent to the property; or

3) (c) T=Y x 2 where the property is proposed to be platted into single-family residential
lots. Y shall represent the number of single family residential lots included in the proposed
plat.

B- (2) Where the subdivider proposes that the trees required under this section are to be planted in
conjunction with construction or development of the property, this requirement shall be noted on the plat.
Such note shall not relieve the subdivider of the responsibility to plant trees along any collector or
arterial where a new single family residential subdivision abuts a collector or arterial street along the rear
property line of any single family residential lot.

€-(3) The trees required under this section shall be planted within the public rights-of-way, within
landscape or other reserves restricted for the purpose, or on private property within the ten feet (10'-0")
parallel and adjacent to a local street right-of-way, or on private non-residential property within
twenty-five feet (25'-0") parallel and adjacent to a major thoroughfare.

B- (4) Median Planting

B (a) Trees or shrubs planted within the median of a major arterial shall not be planted less
than seventy-five feet (75'-0") from the nose of the median.

2) (b) Trees or shrubs planted within the median of a minor arterial shall not be planted less
than fifty feet (50'-0") from the nose of the median.

33 (c) Trees or shrubs in any median shall not be planted less than fifty feet (50'-0") from any
mid-block opening in the median.

4+ (d) Trees or shrubs planted in the median shall not be planted less than five feet (5'-0")
from the back of the final approved design line for the curb, and trees shall be spaced at
intervals of not less than thirty feet (30'-0").

E- (5) Visibility Maintained

B (a) Within the visibility triangle no shrub, tree, plant or structure shail be permitted with a
height greater than twenty-four inches (0'-24") measured from the centerline of the adjacent
roadway.
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2) (b) Trees shall be kept trimmed at all times so that no branch.or growth is less than ten feet
(10'-0") above the adjacent roadway measured from the centerline of that roadway.

Section 24.83.2 Street Tree Planting Required In Existing Subdivisions

(1) The planting of street trees is required as a condition of the issuance of a building permit in the City
of Laredo, save and except permits issued for the reconstruction, modification or addition to property
used for single family residential purposes, or the expansion of non-residential structures which do not
exceed 1,000 square feet or twenty-five percent (25%) of an existing structure, whichever is more. Also
excluded are those subdivisions approved before the effective date of this ordinance where the street tree
or money-in-lieu of requirement has been met. The requirement for planting shall be as follows:

(a) Two trees per single family residential lot shall be planted within the public right-of-way,
within a landscape or other reserve restricted for the purpose, or on private property within the
ten feet (10'-0") paralle! and adjacent to a local street right-of-way.

(b) One tree for each thirty feet (30'-0") of non-residential or multi-family residential property
abutting a public street right-of-way shall be planted. Trees shall be planted within the public
rights-of-way, within landscape or other reserves restricted for the purpose, or on private
property within the ten feet (10'-0") parallel and adjacent to a local street right-of-way, or
within twenty-five feet (25'-0") parallel and adjacent to a major thoroughfare.

Section 24.83.3 Surface Parking Lot Requirements

(1) Number of Trees Required

(a) New surface parking lots with more than fifteen (15) parking spaces shall require one (1)
eligible tree for every ten (10) parking spaces or fraction thereof. The trees shall be located
within and/or on the perimeter of the parking lot.

istin king lots which are to be expanded to comply with the requi of

Section 24.78 of the Laredo Land Development Code "Off-Street Parking & Loading
Requirements” and which, after such expansion, will contain more than fifteen (15) parking
spaces, shall provide one (1) eligible tree for each ten (10) additional spaces or fraction
thereof. The trees shall be located within and/or on the perimeter of the parking lot

(c) A permeable area with a radius of not less than three feet (3'-0") measured from the trunk
of each eligible tree shall be maintained. and each eligible tree shall be protected from
automobiles by curbs or tire stops located at least three feet (3'-0") from the trunk of the tree.




3)(2) Parking surface areas adjacent to the public street right-of-way shall have shrubs planted at
regular intervals along the perimeter of all parking surfaces adjacent to the right-of-way, exclusive of
driveway entrances, pedestrian walkways and cutback areas. The shrubs shall be maintained at a height
of no more than thirty-six inches (0'-36") nor less than eighteen inches (0'-18"). The number of shrubs
required under this section shall be equal to the total number of street trees required under this section
multiplied by four. Seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the required shrubs shall be planted along the
perimeter of the parking surface.

Section 24.83.4 Tree Preservation Credit

(1) Inthe event that the owner or subdivider of the property proposes to preserve existing healthy trees,
credit toward the tree requirement shall be given at the rate of two (2) street trees for each existing tree
actually preserved. The owner or subdivider shall propose reasonable measures calculated to ensure the
continued survival of existing trees for which credit is claimed. Any eligible tree for which credit is
claimed shall have a minimum caliper of six inches (0'-6"). measured-four-feet-(4-0")-above-the-seil
level:

(2) The owner or subdivider of the property may request credit for the planting of up to fifty percent
(50%) of the trees required under this code.

(3) Ifthe preserved tree dies the tree must be replaced with a minimum of a three inch (0'-3") caliper
tree.

ection 24.83.5 Removal anting, and Replacement of Protected Tree
1) _All trees o lic | within the city limits of Laredo with a caliper of eight inches (8") shall be
considered protected trees.
va T
No person ration shall remove or cause the removal otected tree lic
land without first securing approval from the Tree Board as provided in subsections (i) and (ii).
i) Wh i an approval is required by Buildin ices Department fi
improvem n lic land, the actual o matic location of exjsting protected
e wn_on those site plans for review by the Tree Board. ree Board

shall submit th‘eir order regarding the proposed plan within fourteen days of the date the
plans were received by the Board.

The Tree Board shall review site plans for all improvement projects from any ci

state, and federal government agency. The Tree Board's approval of these public
projects shall constitute approval for the removal of any protected tree indicated on the

project plans,

(b) The Tree Board shall approve removal of a protected tree located on public property when
it is shown that the tree is diseased, severely damaged, dead on the site, or constitutes a hazard,

Removal of such protected trees may require replacement trees as deemed necessary by the

Tree Board.
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traffic lanes.
T i the tr v hec cti ility line rain
acilities which may not be feasi outed.
v c a
Re t
Where repla es are required t ecified criteria shall be followed:

The minimum diameter of replacement trees shall be no less than three caliper

inches, unless otherwise approv he Tree Board

ii) When it is found impracticai to r te or replace the r ved tr he

roperty, repl n m any public owned e f
n-profit organization ic par right-of-w. ubj the val e

Iree Board.

iii) T ci ed for repl hall confi wi ndix F-1 he

nd Dev m

(4) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Tree Board may appeal the decision to the City Coungil

filing a writt al ifvin reason of, within thi 0 t ]

issued.
Section 24.83.6 Special Requirements

Anv tree on privatelv owned property that is found to be a nuisance shall receive a notice to abate
h nuisance as described in Chapter 21 of the Code of Ordinances, Ci Laredo.

" (2) All utility franchise holders shall present scheduled tree pruning plans to the Tree Board prior to the
start of pruning work.

(3) Unless specifically authorized by the Tree Board, no person shall remove, intentionally damage,
mutilate, allow any gaseous liquid or solid substance which are harmful to protected trees, to come in

ntact with them: or set fire or permit any fire to burn when such fire or the heat th will injure

portion of any protected tree.
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inan all b ilty of a misdemeanor, and u viction there ]

$500.000 per violation,

Section 24.83.5 8 Alternate Planting Proposals

(1) Itis the intent of the City to provide an opportunity for the development of exceptional or unique
landscape designs which cannot meet the express terms of this article. Special consideration shall be
given to exceptional landscape designs which attempt to preserve and incorporate existing vegetation in
excess of the minimum requirement and/or in innovative ways.

(2) Applicants for approval of an alternate tree/shrub plan shall be entitled to demonstrate that the intent
of this article can be more effectively met in whole or in part through an alternate tree/shrub plan. An
alternate landscape plan shall be reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission and, if approved,
shall be substituted in whole or in part for a landscape plan meeting the express terms of this section.

Section 24.83.6 9 Money-in-Lieu of Trees

(1) Up to thirty percent (30%) of the total planting requirements may be met by depositing, with the
Edueation Parks and Recreation Department, a sum of money equal to the cost of the required trees and
their planting. This money shall be placed in a special fund designated for the purposes of planting of
ehglble trees in city parks or public rights-of-way. The cost per tree shall be determined by the

Iree Board on an annual basis. The remaining seventy per cent
(70%) of the trees shall be planted as required by this ordinance.

Section 24.83.7 10 Selection and Maintenance

(1) All trees and shrubs planted in accordance with thls Article shall be a native or naturallzed species
as recommended by-the : d-Tex er-Developm d
Appendix F-1 - Recommended T rees For Ti he Laredo Regzon and shall be planted and mamtamed in

accordance with the standards established in ApperdixE-2—General Planting-And-Maintenance
Standards—For-Trees—ind-Shrnbs— Section 24.83.10 (3).

(2) The list of native and naturalized trees and shrubs in Appendix F-1 is not all-inclusive and may be
updated as needed by the PlanningDepartment Tree Board without formal amendment to this section.

(3) General Planting and Maintenance Standards
(a) All trees shall be planted in holes two (2) to five (5) times wider than the rootbalil diameter,

the o) d r tha essarv t t t th it w
in the nursery. All shrubs shall be planted in holes a minimum of six (6) inches wider on each
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(d) Backfill with the original soil and firm the soil until approximately two- thirds (2/3) full.

el nir led b basin ept on steep s whre A ‘
the downhill side to serve as a dam.
Tr n 4) feet may need to be staked 11
e ing wire.

r within the wi
reduc iti wee
trees an rubs shall be planted in individua with the excepti d
a in a continuous tre. ] d r i we r
development.
4 takin i Wrapping
vergreen and deciduous trees over four (4) feet t eed t support an

acceptable method to keep the tree trunk in an upright position immediately after planting.
Bracing prevents the tree from being damaged by strong winds which loosens the soil around the
base of the tree and injures the rooting svstem.

Trees shall ed or guyed for a minimum of o wing season. All braci nd tre
rt d be eliminated as soon as the tree become f-supportin
the tree has sparse foliage and is ex d to full sun, th n ] Wr wi

appropriate material to prevent sun scalding, Special tree wrap paper is available; however strips
of burlap and aluminum foil will also protect the tree.
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Section 3. Appendix "A" of the Laredo Land Development Code is hereby amended as follows:

Caliper - shall mean iameter of a tre Ir elve (12) inches above . the
City - shall mean the City of Laredo, Texas
ity Tree Official - The Direct Parks and Recreation or his appointed designee.

lar thre ubic feet (or a trench) within the Critical Root Zone, coveri
ritica e.orc acting a tantia the soil within th iti
e ve are exam and inte to limit this definition.
ripline Diameter - shall mean an i inary line on the ground, at the furth tension of the ¢

around the circumference of a tree. Tyvpically the dripline is not a perfect circle.

reenbelt - sha]l mean that section of street or higshway right-of-way that is usually unpaved. Greenbelt
ayv also refer t dians a ther designated areas reserved for landscapi r pedestrian traffic.
enbelt areas are not limited to streets or highwavs on public land

rk Trees - shall mean those trees located within public parks and all those areas own th
to which the public has free access as a park.

rotected Trees - shall mean any tree, on public pro with a trunk caliper of eight inches (8") or
more.
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Section 4. Effective Date
This ordinance shall be effective after sixty (60) days upon its passage ‘and publication according to
Section 2.09(D) of the Charter of the City of Laredo.

Section 5. Severability

If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phase of this ordinance, or the application of
the same to any person or set of circumstances is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, void, or
invalid, the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or their application to other persons or
sets of circumstances shall not be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this
ordinance that no portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or
fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness. or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and all
provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose.

Section 6. Open Meetings

The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient written notice of the
date, hour. place, and subject of this meeting of the City Council was posted at a place convenient to the
public at the City Hall of the City for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the
Open Meetings Law, Article 6252-17, Texas Revised Civil Statutes Annotated; and that this meeting has
been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter
thereof has been discussed, considered, and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies,
approves, and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS /“%7/DAY OF
OcrosderR |, 1998.

&Mncw.w/u by Auerr

Elizabeth G. Flores, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Gt Gom O Ty

Gu;évo Guevara. Jr. Jaime L. Flores

City Secretary City Attorney
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