
CITY OF LAREDO 
ETHICS COMMISSION MEETING 
1ST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 

1110 HOUSTON STREET 
LAREDO, TEXAS 78042 

JULY 1, 2014 
6:00 P.M.  

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
With a quorum present, Commissioner George Juarez called the meeting to order. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 
In attendance, 
 
John Kelley 
George Juarez 
Carlos Flores 
Elsa Galvan 
Mercurio Martinez III 
Joaquin Cigarroa 
Mirta Piña 
 

III. Approval of the minutes of June 17, 2014. 
 
Motion to approve the June 17, 2014 minutes. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Piña 
Second:  Commissioner Flores 
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 

IV. Discussion and possible action on the failure by Ethics Commission Member, 
Mercurio Martinez III, to attend three consecutive meetings pursuant to Section 
8.02(g) of the Code of Ethics. 
 
Commissioner Mercurio Martinez stated that he did not know about the meetings 
he had missed.  He then recused himself from the meeting. 
 
Motion to excuse Commissioner Martinez from the three consecutive meetings 
missed for good cause. 



 
Moved:  Commissioner Flores 
Second:  Commissioner Piña 
For:  4   Against:  1    Abstain:  0 
   Commissioner Flores     Commissioner Kelley 
   Commissioner Juarez 
   Commissioner Galvan 
   Commissioner Piña 
 

V. Discussion and possible action regarding Ethics Complaint No. 14-10-0001 filed 
against the South Texas Food Bank on June 3, 2014. 
 
Commissioner Juarez stated that he understood that the application for third party 
funding had not contained the disclosure form. 
 
Alfonso “Poncho” Casso of the South Texas Food Bank stated that the instructions 
for filling out the third party funding application had not specified that the disclosure 
form needed to be submitted. 
 
Community Development Director Ronnie Acosta reported that the third party 
funding application did have a place to list board members but only positions 
without names.  She explained that the South Texas Food Bank had filled out the 
application completely and that it was true that it had not contained a disclosure 
form.  She further stated that during training for those applying for third party 
funding contracts, there was no form handed out or advisement that the form must 
be filled out.  She concluded that she recognized that, in the future, they would 
make sure that the disclosure form was included as part of the application. 
 
Motion to issue an advisory opinion pursuant to Section 8.10(c) of the Code of Ethics 
that addresses the necessity to fill out the disclosure form as required by Section 
4.02. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Flores 
Second:  Commissioner Martinez 
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 
Motion to reconsider the previous motion. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Juarez 
Second:  Commissioner Flores 
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 



Motion to issue an advisory opinion pursuant to Section 8.10(c) of the Code of Ethics 
that addresses the necessity to fill out the disclosure form as required by Section 
4.03 as amended to request that the City of Laredo review their own third party 
funding application so that both the disclosure form be included and also that board 
members’ names be required to be listed.  
 
Moved:  Commissioner Juarez 
Second:  Commissioner Flores 
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 

VI. Discussion and possible action regarding Ethics Complaint No. 14-10-0002 filed 
against the Border Area Nutrition Council, Inc. on June 3, 2014. 
 
Robert Mendiola of the Border Area Nutrition Council, Inc. stated that his 
organization had found itself in the same situation as the South Texas Food Bank.  
He added that no disclosure forms had been included in the third party funding 
application.  He went on to say that they had even looked at amending their bylaws 
so as to be in compliance with whatever the City of Laredo would ask.  He concluded 
that nothing was purposely omitted. 
 
Motion that the Ethics Commission prepare an advisory opinion pursuant to Section 
8.10(c) stating that the failure to provide the required disclosures is a violation of 
Section 4.02 of the Code of Ethics and that the advisory opinion include instructions 
to the City of Laredo to provide the disclosure form in all third party funding packets 
as amended that the opinion for Ethics Complaint 14-10-0002 be a mirror of the 
advisory opinion for Ethics Complaint No. 14-10-0001. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Flores 
Second:  Commissioner Martinez  
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn. 
 
Moved:  Commissioner Flores 
Second:  Commissioner Galvan 
For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 


